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Ok, it's true that Shelby County officials are spending millions of dollars to buy a bunch of swampland. But put away those pitchforks and torches. There's no reason why an angry mob should be storming the county administration building over this deal. 

In this case, it makes a lot of sense for the county to acquire 2,142 acres of Wolf River bottomlands between Houston Levee and Collierville-Arlington roads. 

The land will be used for a variety of purposes, including flood control, environmental restoration, groundwater protection and recreation. Although some of the land is in flood-prone areas that couldn't be developed, it could be mined or harvested for timber. 

Putting the land in the county's hands should help protect the ecologically sensitive river from further damage. Also, some of the land will be used for walking and bicycling trails that will improve the quality of life in our community. 

Best of all, thanks to contributions from the state's Chickasaw Basin Authority, the Town of Collierville and the Wolf River Conservancy, the land purchase isn't adding to the county's debt. 

Sounds like a pretty good deal to us.





